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On 23rd February 2019, a meeting with the Batu Caves 
Scientific Expedition participants was held to discuss 
the progress of scientific research being conducted at 
the EcoKnights office. Twenty-two individuals attended 
the meeting comprising the participants, Selayang 
State Council representative, Batu Caves Reserve 
Action Group (BCRAG) Committee members,         
representative from The Rimba Project and Malaysian 
Cave and Karst Conservancy (MCKC) members. The 
meeting was chaired by MCKC president, Dr. Zubaid 
Akbar Mukhtar Ahmad.  
 
 The meeting began with a presentation by the flora     
research group from the Malaysian Nature Society 
(MNS) led by Dr. Khadijah Rambe. Her team has      
conducted sampling twice, focusing on the fire-
damaged  area of the hill. Plant diversity around the 
burnt area was noted to be high but faced difficulties in 
gaining access to the burnt area. Meanwhile, Ethan 
from the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) 
said they are continuing their plant survey to cover the 
habitats that were missed during the Rapid               
Biodiversity Survey in 2016. Two hundred samples of 
mosses have been collected but have not yet been 
identified. FRIM is also giving attention to the keladi 
family at Batu Caves and aim to identify the species 
found without flowers by growing them at FRIM. FRIM 
is doing tissue culture on the extremely endangered 
Epithema sp. FRIM is also investigating whether the 
Monophyllaea sp at the entrance of the Dark Cave is a 
hybrid. Meanwhile, a phylogenetic study of Begonia 
hoeniogramma and B. Kingiana is being done by  a 
researcher from Taylor University.  
 
 As for fauna, Lim Teck Wyn from University  of      
Nottingham Malaysia presented an update of his    
research on the cockroach at Batu Caves and        
explained the differences between the cave roach and 
American roach. He also suggested joining the              
i-naturalist city nature challenge in conjunction with 
the Batu Caves Scientific Expedition. Dr. Rosli Omar 
gave an update of his butterfly survey and has       
sampled butterflies on 3 occasions. Mr Sofwan from 
University Malaya expressed an interest to join Dr 
Rosli when sampling butterflies. Dr Rosli Omar and 

Mike Chong will be conducting bird surveys using 
visual observations and audio recordings with the aim 
of creating a list of birds at Batu Caves. Based on bird 
audio records around 15 species have been  identified 
and are mainly open area birds. Dr. Vincent from the 
herpertofauna group plan to start sampling in March. In 
the case of bats, Dr Juliana Senawi, Dr Nur Atiqah, Dr 
Lim Lee Sim and Dr. Zubaid Akbar will work together to  
update the  list of bat species. Preliminary bat surveys 
have been conducted in Gua Belah and Gua Pandan 
and other caves will be surveyed next month. Dr. Low 
Van Lun and Dr. Tan Tiong Kai together with Dr Nur 
Atiqah also intend to study bat ectoparasites.  
 
 Dr. Ros Fatihah, a geologist from University Malaya 
shared information from previous studies on water 
chemistry and carbon dioxide mapping in the Batu 
Caves. Lim Tze Shen, a paleontologist from Sarawak   
Museum will collaborate with Dr Ros Fatihah to explore 
all caves to locate possible fossils. Alex Foong and his 
photography team are willing to assist participants in 
taking photographs during the sampling activities. For 
now, the photography team will focus on aesthetic 
values and landscape photography at the Batu Caves. 
Bernie Chin from the Malaysian Nature Society said 
that the nature guides group will start their trail       
assessment after the scientific expedition ends in 
order to get information on suitable trails that can be 
used for environmental education under community  
engagement.  
 
 Research teams studying the serow, primates,    
bryophytes, odonates, gastropods and cave mapping 
were unable to attend this meeting. The serow team 
has set up camera traps at a few potential sites and the 
bryophyte samples have been collected but not yet 
sorted and identified. Congratulations to Junn Kitt and 
Marzuki who has completed their study and have found 
out there are 45 species of snails which are three  
restricted to Selangor limestone hills and only eight 
are known from Batu Caves to date.  The Malaysian 
Cave and Karst Conservancy fully appreciates all the     
participants commitment and we hope this scientific 
expedition will result in better protection to the Batu 
Caves Limestone Hill.   

SUPPORT CAVE AND KARST CONSERVATION IN MALAYSIA 

Show your support tick like and follow our pages 

Malaysian Cave and Karst Conservancy/  
Friends of Batu Caves 
 
Malaysian Cave and Karst Conservancy/  
Friendsofbatucaves 
 

    More Info : Website : https://www.mckc.org.my/ 

 

 To compile as complete inventory as possible of all organisms  
 

 Identify rare and endangered species and their habitat and make           
recommendations for their conservation. This information is important for 
drawing up the management plan 

 

 Developing programmes for schools and the community and provide          
photographs for preparing posters/brochures for schools 

 At least 270 species of flowering plants are recorded from Batu 
Caves, 51 species endemic to Malaysia and 4 species are     
endemic to Batu Caves. 

 

 Batu Caves hold unique diversity of fauna including 10% of bat 
species in Malaysia, endemic trapdoor spider and flatworm , new 
discovered bent– toed gecko and iconic endangered  

        species such as serow . 

BATU CAVES INTERESTING FACTS 

Batu Caves Familiarization  trip on 16th of September 2018 (Photo : Alex Foong) 

Image from above: Dr. Vincent is explaining his 
research plan on herpetofauna 
 
Second image: Teck Wyn is delivering his 
presentation on research progress of cave     
cockroach 
 
Last image: Group photo after the meeting 
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